PUBLIC HEARING: RECLASSIFICATION OF LAND

Chairperson: Melissa Ward, Ward Planning and Consulting
Council: Coonamble Shire Council

Date: 6 November 2025

Venue: Coonamble Shire Council Chambers

Time: 12.30pm-2pm (1.5 hour drop in session)

Persons in attendance:

Karen Churchill (interested community member)
River McCrossan (Coonamble Times representative)

Lesley Duncan (Acting Director, Community, Planning, Development and Environment,
Coonamble Shire Council)

Overview of land classification

An overview of a reclassification and the process involved was given by the Chairperson
and Council’s Lesley Duncan. The information given was as follows:

Under the Local Government Act 1993 all public land (land owned by Council or the
Crown) must be classified as community or operational.

Community land is public land that a council must look after for the community’s use
and benefit. It can’t be sold or developed freely, and it must stay available for public
purposes.

Community land is:

¢ Owned by council, held for the public.
Examples: parks, sports fields, playgrounds, reserves, community halls.

¢ Cannotbe sold or leased long-term without special processes.
There are strict rules to protect it from being misused or locked away from the
public.
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e Must be managed according to a “plan of management.”
This plan sets out what the land can be used for—recreation, conservation,
community buildings, etc.

e Purpose is community access and use.
Council has to make sure it remains open, safe, and used in ways that benefit
the whole community.

Operational land is Council-owned land that can be used, sold, or developed like
normal property.

e Things like depots, car parks, offices, vacant blocks intended for development.

e Council can sell or lease it without the strict rules that apply to community
land.

e Doesn’t need a Plan of Management.

¢ Managed more flexibly—similar to private property ownership.

Council, when acquiring the land, did not resolve within 3 months of purchase that the
land be classified operational. When this occurs the only method of changing the

classification is via an LEP amendment, hence why this process is underway.

Land in question
The land is described as:
40 Calga Street, Coonamble:

Lot 10 DP238281, Lot 11 DP238281, Lot 1 DP4230, Lot 2 DP4230, Lot 3 DP4230, Lot 4
DP4230, Lot 5 DP4230, Lot 6 DP4230, Lot 7 DP4230, Lot 8 DP4230, Lot 9 DP4230, Lot 10
DP4230, Lot 11 DP4230

34-46 Hickey Street, Coonamble:

Lot 4 DP4918, Lot 5 DP4918, Lot 6 DP4918, Lot 7 DP4918, Lot 10 DP4918, Lot 11
DP4918, Lot 14 DP4918, Lot 15 DP4918, Lot 1 DP1118478 (closed road)
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Advertisement

The public hearing was advertised in the Coonamble Times on 29/11/2025 and in. As
the Coonamble Times is the town’s only newspaper, this was considered adequate. The
notice was also advertised on Council’s website.

The advertisement noted that the land was proposed to be reclassified — no mention of
rezoning.
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Notes from speakers

e Karen Churchill (resident)
Concerned the zoning may be changing. Clarified that the zoning isn’t changing.
Karen wanted to understand the difference between community and operational
land and why it needs to change. The difference was explained & Lesley advised
that before Council is able to develop or sell the land, it needs to have its
classification changed to operational.

¢ River McCrossan (Coonamble Times)
River asked questions also clarifying the process. No opinions for or against were
offered.

Discussions also clarified that the proposed core and cluster development on Limerick
St cannot go ahead without this reclassification from community to operational land, to
enable the land to be sold.

Conclusions

The public hearing was held in an informal manner to encourage attendance and
interest.

Questions and discussions were focused on the process involved and why rather than
objections to the reclassification.

Based on the results of the public hearing, it is recommended that the reclassification
proceed. No changes are recommended to the Planning Proposal nor proposed
reclassification.

Melissa Ward

Independent Chairperson
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