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We wish to acknowledge the Biripi people and their
custodianship of the land on which our project is located on.

We pay our respects to their Ancestors and their descendants,
who continue cultural and spiritual connections to Country.

We acknowledge the connection to this land and the
significance of undertaking this project on Country.
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Consultant’s Declaration

The Government Architect NSW (GANSW) provides strategic design leadership in
architecture, urban design and landscape architecture, providing a set of principles and
guidance to support good design in NSW.

The following reports guide best practice design for the landscape spaces at Manning Base

Hospital, Taree.

Our landscape design response pays particular attention to the design objectives detailed

in the Connecting With Country Report (2023), as well as the seven core design principles
detailed in the Design Guide for Health (2023).

Design Guide for Health's core design principles:

+ Design for dignity

+ Design for wellbeing

+ Design for efficient and flexible delivery of care

+ Design with Country

+ Design for the neighbourhood and surrounding environment

+ Design for connection

+ Design for sustainability

Arcadia declares that the Landscape Design Report and Documentation Set, has been
prepared in accordance with the following policies.

The submission contains all available information relevant to the environmental

assessment of the development, activity or infrastructure to which the Landscape Design

Report and documentation package relates; and
+ does not contain information that is false or misleading;

+ identifies and addresses the relevant Planning Secretary’s environmental assessment
requirements (SEARs) for the project;

+ identifies and addresses the relevant statutory requirements for the project, including
any relevant matters for consideration in environmental planning instruments to which

the Landscape Design Report and documentation package relates;
+ contains a consolidated summary of the proposed or necessary mitigation measures.
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Contextual Analysis
Surrounding Influences

Taree is shaped by a confluence of natural influences - its climate, landforms,
vegetation, waterways, and location. Taree has a humid subtropical climate Hot,
humid summers and mild to cool winters.

Soils and Hydrology

The area around Taree has fertile alluvial soils, particularly along the Manning

River. Some of these sails are enriched by basaltic deposits upstream from areas
like Barrington Tops and the Comboyne and Bulga Plateaux. There are patches of
lowland subtropical rainforest, such as the Coocumbac Island Nature Reserve. Many
other areas have been cleared, but these remnants are ecologically significant.

Manning River is a major geographic feature and has a big influence on Taree — its
plain, flood regime, and the ecosystems around it. Riverine habitats are important
ecologically and for human use (irrigation, agriculture, recreation).

Manning River
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Manning River rises below Mount Barrington, on the north-eastern slopes of the
Great Dividing Range within Barrington Tops National Park and flows generally
south-east, joined by eleven tributaries. At Taree, Manning River splits into a double
delta. The southern arm reaches its mouth at the Tasman Sea and the northern
arm is joined by the Dawson River and further downstream, the Lansdowne River,
reaching its mouth at the Tasman Sea, near Harrington Point.

Because of the river plains and the rainfall patterns, flooding is a natural hazard in
the region. The landscape is shaped by periodic flood events. Vegetation and land
use are influenced by slope, exposure, soil moisture, and water access — so there'’s
variation from wetter gullies to drier ridges.Geology

Flat Rock Lookout

Geology

The Manning River catchment (which includes Taree) sits on a complex foundation
of older metamorphic and sedimentary rocks, with younger sedimentary material
overlying them in many parts.

In particular, the upper catchment includes Devonian age sedimentary

and metamorphic rocks; these are overlaid in some parts by Permian and
Carboniferous sedimentary deposits, and there is also some Triassic sediment in
restricted zones.

There are basalt caps in certain upland/plateau areas (e.g. Barrington-Gloucester
Tops) especially in the headwaters. These are younger volcanic rocks that overlay
older basement rocks.

Boorganna Nature Reserve
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Contextual Analysis
History and Culture

Aboriginal History

The Biripi people of the Bundjalung nation, firstly named the
Manning River; Boolumbahtee. Its meaning, “a place where
the brolgas played”.

The Biripi people paved the pathways along the curves of
Boolumbahtee, returning time and time again to draw upon
this natural resource by means to sustain their families and
community. Their journeys which dot the banks of river
reveal an interesting study of living, life and migration around
the area; the river, a true lifeline to what surrounds the town
of Taree.

The name “Taree” is derived from a Biripi word “tareebit” or
“tarrebit”, meaning a native fig tree (the sandpaper fig) by the
river.

We draw our inspiration from Boolumbahtee and the tidal
Grey Mangroves; which was the lifeline for the Biripi people,
and a place to come and celebrate culture and ceremony.
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European History

European settlement in this district began around the 1830s.
William Wynter and others established Cundletown in 1831,
and Wynter played a key role in early settlement.

In 1826, surveyor Henry Dangar (under Oxley) mapped much
of the area between Port Stephens and the Hastings River,
including the river which would be named the Manning River.

Taree officially became a municipality in 1885.

A major boost came with the extension of the North Coast
Railway Line to Taree in 1913, which connected it more
directly to Sydney, and improved transport of goods and
people.

Infrastructure like the Martin Bridge (which replaced a ferry
crossing over the Manning River in 1940) further cemented
Taree’s role as a regional centre.

The old St Paul’s Presbyterian Church (built in 1869) is one of
its oldest surviving structures.
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Culture

The Biripi community remains active. There are ongoing
efforts to restore and preserve Aboriginal cultural

heritage - for example, through the TIDE (Taree Indigenous
Development & Enterprise) Cultural Restoration Strategy, as
well as other language revival and heritage programs.

Indigenous services like TIDE also provide support, advocacy,
and connection for Biripi and Aboriginal people in the region.

Over time, Taree has absorbed immigrants, including
Lebanese migrants in the early-mid 20th century, who
established businesses and contributed to the local cultural
mosaic.

The mix of Indigenous, settler (British/European), farming,
timber-industry, and more recent cultural influences all shape
the character of the town.

Tarea
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Vision
Landscape Vision

The creation of a safe and welcoming‘
outdoor gathering spaces that |
celebrates a connection to the land
and enhances the daily experience for
patients, visitors and staff.

Landscapes bathed in green; inviting

people to connect with nature, reflect
and heal.



Vision
Design Principles

Creating Therapeutic Landscapes
Access to nature in a healing environment has a range of benefits to patients and users.

Findings have found that patients with views of nature had shorter recovery times, took less pain
medication, experienced less post-operative complications than those with an urban view.

Biophillia and Biophilic design is the importance of connection and an access to nature. In the work of
E.O Wilsons ‘Biophillia he suggests that humans possess an innate tendency to seek connections with
nature and other forms of life. Through understanding these connections, we can design spaces that help
patient’s, visitors’ and worker's experience and health.
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Vision
Connection with Country Opportunities

WAYFINDING & SIGNAGE ART INTEGRATION ENDEMIC PLANTING NATURAL ECOTONES LEGACY
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DESIGN CONCEPT




Landscape Masterplan
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Masterplan Analysis
Tree Retention Plan

Legend
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Refer to Arboricultural Impact Assessment (8th
March 2022) and Preliminary Ecological Assessment
(9th August 2021) prepared by GeoLINK for full findings
and recommendations of trees impacted by the current

Native

Weeping Bottlebrush
Black Tea Tree
Narrow-leaved Red Gum
Exotic

Chinese Tallow Tree
Cadaghi

Cordyline

Golden Cane Palm
Oleander

Red Flowering Gum
Endemic
Queensland Box

Broad-leaved Paperbark

development proposal.

Tree numbers on this plan relate to the AIA Report.
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Detail Plan

High Street Arrival

Legend

0 Welcome tree and seating - Sandpaper Fig

e Garden bed with integrated seating

e Interpretive paving
° Shaded planting in between buildings

e New entry into IPU and support services building

G Retain existing Inpatient access
e High Street accessible entry
e Commerce Street access

a Staff only garden access

@ Emergency access (existing)
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Landscape Sections

High Street Arrival
Welcome tree Seating to feature Co-design landscape r B
and seating - reclaimed Victoria with Indigenous L\"—F‘J
Sandpaper Fig Fever Ward brick. enterprise. Endemic i"_'- )
species with focus on
bush tucker species.
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Section B - High Street Entry looking north-west
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Detail Plan
Mortuary Garden

Legend
0 Gated street entry into reflection garden
e Proposed fence line integrated into planting
e 1:20 walkway for accessing building entry

° Built-in seating for quiet reflection

e Interpretive paving

o Building entry

a Gated entry into Relfection Garden from driveway
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Planting to create
shaded oasis and place
‘ for quiet contemplation
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Landscape Section

Mortuary Garden ki -
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Garden entry access Planting to create Reflection Garden
from building shaded oasis and place Quiet garden for retreat
for quiet contemplation and reflection Planting
and mourning. to screen visitors from
the street and provide
audible attentuation.
|
COMMERCE
STREET

L

Section A - Mortuary Garden looking south-east
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Landscape Opportunities
Art Interpretation and Wayfinding

YORK STREET

COMMERCE STREET

. i . 17750 @A3 0 3 6 12 18 30m
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Landscape Opportunities

Outdoor Lighting

Legend
Tree uplighting
e e o Footpath lighting

Integrated seat lighting / strip lighting

2

S

Post-top lighting

A

0N

Lighting to signage
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Lighting Palette
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Planting Palette
High Street Arrival

Il Food

42 Tools
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Planting Palette

Mortuary Garden

Food

"

#2 Tools
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Materials Palette
High Street Arrival

Interpretive landscape elements

Biophilic landscapes Fever Ward brick to form new Welcome Seat Interpretive paving / rhythm
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Materials Palette
Mortuary Garden

Interpretive landscape elements

s
| Cedar to new seating - Nod to former industry

Shade oasis

-~

Connection to site's geology through paving Water - County / healing / reflection Water for healing and reflection
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