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PROJECT: Richmond River High campus Flood Rebuild  

RE:  State Design Review Panel  ---  27th November  2024---  Review 2 

 

Dear Krystal, 

Thank you for the opportunity for ongoing  review of the above project . Please 
find below a summary of advice and recommendations arising from the design 
review session held on 27th November 2024.   

The project team is commended for their clear presentation and for integrating 
the key points of advice and recommendations from the previous session into 
the updated design. The adoption of the  school pattern book design has enabled 
a better response to the natural conditions of the site, further improving the 
design. However, there are still concerns regarding access and evacuation that 
require further resolution.  

In addition to items noted in the previous letter, the following elements of the 
proposal are supported:  

�• The improved response to the natural features of the site that have 
enabled a meaningful approach  to connecting with Country . 

�• The use of the creek as a driver for the landscape design and building 
placement. 

�• The intention to use the revegetation of the watercourse as an education 
resource for the students and school community . 

�• The variety of formal and informal outdoor learning spaces  that respond  
to the unique features of the site. 

�• The ambition  to provide effective natural ventilation in classrooms and 
reduce the dependency on  air-conditioning . 

�• The intent to capture and store rain water from  the roofs for use in 
irrigation. 

�• The aim to source materials for the retaining walls from a local supplier . 

�• The intention to source endemic and native  plants from a local nursery. 

6 December 2024 
 
Krystal Porteus 
Project Officer  
School Infrastructure NSW  
krystal.porteus@det.nsw.edu
.au 
 



 

 

Please note the following  advice and recommendations for the project , noting  
that there may be  additional commentary arising from post meeting discussion : 

Connecting with Country  

The revised response to the creek has significantly improved the overall design. 
However, sightlines to the creek are partially obscured by the tall fencing around 
the multipurpose courts  and the school security fence . 

1. Increase the visibility of the creek from the campus heart  - for example, 
by relocating the multipurpose courts to the southern side of S ports 
Field 1 and reviewing the approach to the school security fence (refer 
also to item 8). 

2. Carefully assess any literal representations in the design such as the 
goanna pattern. Consider the following : 

a. The appropriateness of us ing  cultural symbols  and if used, the 
context, design and execution of these projects (especially in 
light of ICIP protocols) . 

b. The suitability of that particular paving layout for the 
functionality and usability required for outdoor spaces. 

Site Strategy and L andscape 

The team’s efforts to ensure that the access road off Dunoon Road (via 
Secondary Rd) is delivered in time for the school opening are acknowledged.   
Addit ional risks associated with landslip obstructing the internal access road, are 
also noted . 

3. Demonstrate how access to and through  the site could work in different 
scenarios. 

4. In the event that the Secondary Road is not delivered on time, show how 
temporary road access, (including from Alexandra Parade) could work to 
ensure the school can operate on day 1. 

5. Considering the land slip risk , explore alternative  solutions for road 
access within the site.  

6. Explore alternative locations for the kiss and drop -off area closer to the 
school. For example, on the northern side of the bus drop -off loop.  

While the approach to the landscape design has improved significantly since the 
previous SDRP, some elements still require resolution for a successful outcome . 



 

 

7. Better integrate the landscape design  (including levels  and level 
changes) with  the architecture to create a more cohesive indoor and 
outdoor learning environment.  

8. Simplify the design and minimise the extent of retaining walls where 
possible to reduce costs. This could be achieved by the following :  

a.  Use embankments instead of retaining walls  where possible.  b. 
 In relation to the above, minimise balustrades and handrails 
where possible.  

c.  Move Sports Field 1 further  north (as per item 1) so that  
bleachers are centrally positioned along the western side of the 
field . 

c. In relation to item c, bleachers should be profiled to 
accommodate spectator seatin g as well as stairs, which should 
be aligned with  circulation  routes.  

d. Reduce the scale and formality of the planter boxes between  the 
bleachers. 

9. Review  the design of the security fence , considering the following:   

a. Clarify the purpose of the fencing e.g.  asset protection, student  
security / containment .  This should inform optimal fence 
alignments, gate locations etc. 

b. Use of landscaping to conceal the fence and to secure the school  
campus.  

c. Locating fencing in low -lying areas such as swales to minimise 
visual impact . 

d. Use of built edges to form secure barriers where appropriate , to 
reduce the extent and cost of fencing.  

Architecture  

The pattern book approac h has allowed the campus to ‘relax’ more comfortably 
into its setting (notwithstanding the land  slip risk that still exist s).  Aligning the 
creek crossing with primary circulation creates a very clear and legible entry for 
the campus, and there are opportunities to develop this further.  

10. The bridge itself is potentially the most  effective entry statement - 
making the gateway portal redundant.  Focus on the bridge design and 
detailing to create a memorable arrival experience. 



 

 

11. Access to the Admin Hub should be directly off the main circulation and 
visible from the main entry. The curr ent location , tucked behind a  stair 
tower and requiring unn ecessary walkways to provide sheltered access , 
lacks clear visibility and is inconsistent with the otherwise  clear 
circulation  logic.  Review the layouts to provide direct access as noted 
above. 

12. Maintain meaningful sightlines to  the landscape to the west in the gaps 
created between buildings  by: 

a. Relocating the stair tower between buildings D and E so it does 
not obstruct this opening, while ensuring that daylight access to 
classrooms is not compromised  

b. Relocating the toilets between buildings C  and D to the side to 
maximise the opening.  

13. Consider a bespoke design for the theatre so that it can better serve as a 
focal point for the community  and the school. This could include:  

a. centralising the structure between buildings A and C,  to improve 
its visibility  as a destination and  

b. materiality and form t hat creates a unique, more playful identity . 

Sustainability and Climate Change  

14. Propose measures to mitigate the heat load from the western sun on the 
building, for example by increased density of vegetation,  to improve its 
thermal performance.  

15. Maximise opportunities for water collection on site, for example in the 
carpark, to increase the amount of water available for irrigation.  

Please contact GANSW Design Advisor, Dr Martina Novakova 
(martina.novakova@dpie.nsw.gov.au), if you have any queries regarding this 
advice. 

Sincerely, 

  
Darlene van der Breggen  
Principal Design Advisor  
Chair, SDRP 



 

 

 
Distribution:  
NSW SDRP Panel members  Andrew Nimmo, Elizabeth Carpenter, 

Roger Jasprizza, Darlene van der 

Breggen (Chair) 

GANSW Design Advisor  Martina Novakova 

SINSW  Mark Coyte,  Vanessa Levy Mesman,  

Krystal Porteus, Jasna Stajic 

EJE Architecture   Kathy Gresham 

Terras Landscape Architects   Guy Frostick 

Gyde Planning  Mel Krzus 

TTW  Philip McAteer , Daniel Bradford 

LCI  Cynthia Farah, Zac Duryea 
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